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Study Skills:
Genre :  Tall Tale

Vocabulary Strategy:  Context Clues 
(Homonyms)

Comprehension Skill:  Cause and Effect
Comprehension Strategy: Monitor and Fix 

Up







Question of the Week:  How can 
nature challenge us?

Daily Questions:

Why do you think Rose likes to take on challenges?

What type of force does Rose use to overpower the 
tornadoes?

How can science help us better understand and 
prepare for tornadoes?



Tall Tales

humorous
Super human 
qualities

exaggerated Impossible events

Activate Prior Knowledge



Cause and Effect

• An effect is what happened as the result of a cause.  A cause is what 
made something happen.
• Words such as why, because, and as a result are clues to cause-and-
effect relationships.
• If there are no clue words, ask yourself, “Why did this event happen?  
What happened as a result of this event?”
• An effect may become the cause of another effect.

Cause

Cause

Effect

Effect



Monitor and Fix Up

Good readers make sure they 
understand what they are reading.  If 
you don’t understand how causes 
result in certain effects, pause.  Ask 
yourself, “What don’t I understand?”  
You might decide to review what 
you’ve read and read on to find out 
what happens.





Write:
1. Read “The Real Thunder and 

Lightning.”  Make a graphic 
organizer like the one above to show 
the cause of lightning that flashes 
inside a cloud.

2. Use your graphic organizer to write 
a paragraph that explains the cause 
of thunder.  If you have difficulty, 
reread the last paragraph to see if 
that helps.









Word Know Have Seen Don’t Know

branded

constructed

daintily

devastation

lullaby

pitch

resourceful

thieving

veins



Branded

Marked by burning the skin with a hot 
iron



Constructed

Put together; fitted together; built



Daintily

With delicate beauty; freshly and prettily



Devastation

The act of laying waste; destruction



Lullaby

Song for singing to a child; soft song



pitch

A thick, black, sticky substance made from 
tar or turpentine



Resourceful

Good at thinking of ways to do things; quick 
witted



Thieving

Stealing



veins

Membranous tubes forming part of the 
system of vessels that carry blood to the 
heart.



More Words to know:

Cantankerous:  Ready to make trouble; ill-
natured

Irascible:  easily made angry

Varmint:  an objectionable animal or person 
(DIALECT)



Practice Lesson Vocabulary

Does a mother sing a lullaby to her baby?

Can a herd of cattle daintily stampede?

Is the sunrise the color of pitch?

Tornadoes can cause devastation to ___________.

Veins run through our _______________.

A thieving bunch spends their time _____________.

A new calf is branded with the ________ of its 
owner.



Vocabulary Strategy:
Homonyms (Context Clues)

When you are reading, you may come across a familiar word used in an 
unfamiliar way.  The word may be a homonym.  Homonyms are spelled the 
same,  but they have different meanings.  For example, feet can be units of 
measurement or the end parts of the legs.  You can use the context –The words 
and sentences around the word- to figure out which meaning is being used. 

1. Reread the sentence in which the homonym appears.
2. Look for clues to the homonym’s meaning.
3. If you need more help, read the sentences around the sentence with the 

homonym.  Look for clues or additional information that suggests the 
homonym’s meaning.

4. Try the meaning in the sentence.  Does it make sense?

Activity:

As you read “The Tale of Carrie the Calf,” look for homonyms.  Use 
the context to determine the meanings of the homonyms.







Genre:  Tall Tale

An amusing story told with 
great exaggeration and 
bigger-than-life characters.  

Examples:



What challenges does 
Rose set up for herself 

and how does she 
meet them?



Preview and Predict

Preview the selection title and 
illustrations and discuss the topics or 
ideas you think the selection will 
cover.  Use selection vocabulary 
words as you talk about what you 
expect to learn.



Guided Comprehension:

Reread p. 48, paragraph 2.  What do you learn about Rose?

Why does the author use slang, or informal language, in the dialogue?

Why did Rose’s parents call her Thunder Rose?

Find an example of exaggeration on p. 51.

Use context clues to determine the meaning of punctuate on p. 52, line 2.

Reread paragraph 1 on p. 52 and paragraph 1 on p. 53.  Based on these 
actions, how would you describe Rose?

What effect did Rose’s lullaby have on Tater, the bull?

Reread paragraph 5 on p. 55.  Why do you think Rose blushed when her ma 
praised her for being clever?

Think about what has happened so far in the story.  What are some of Rose’s 
accomplishments?  

What does steer mean in paragraph 4?  What clues helped you figure out the 
meaning?  



What problems did the lack of rain cause?

“I’ve got to do something about this,”  Rose declared.  What does this tell you about 
Rose?

What caused the storm?  Why?

Why does the author use hyperbole by saying, “her eyes flashed lightning.  She bit 
down and gnashed thunder from her teeth,” instead of just saying she was angry?

What problem did Rose face on p. 60?

How do you think Rose felt as she faced her challenge? Why?

How was this challenge different from the other challenges Rose face?  How was 
it the same?

Why do you think Rose’s voice had the effect it did on the tornadoes?

What do you think the author means by the "bull's-eye that was set at the 
center of her heart" in the last sentence?

Text To Text Think about the challenges Rose faced. Did Rose's challenges remind you 
of challenges faced by characters in other stories you've read?

Guided Reading Continued:



Plot

The plot is the organization of story events.

The plot usually includes a problem or conflict, 
rising action, climax, and outcome.

Activity:
Have students work in groups to go 
through the story and identify the 

plot of Thunder Rose





When an author goes about creating a piece of writing, he or she 
makes choices about the genre, or kind of writing, it will be; who 
the characters are; what the setting and plot will be; the point of 
view from which it will be written; and what type of language and  
style he or she will use.

Review with students a few of the choices the author made in 
Thunder Rose about genre (tall tale), point of view (third person), 
and language and style (exaggeration,
humor).

Author’s Craft

Have small groups discuss and write about other choices Jerdine Nolen made when 
writing Thunder Rose.
1.  Who are the characters she chose to write about? 
2.  What was the setting she chose for the story? 



SUMMARY 
In Tornado Alley, which crosses the plains 

of  the United States, storm chasers track 
tornadoes to learn more about them and to 
experience the thrill of seeing them up close. But 
storm chasing can be dangerous, especially when 
practiced by novice chasers.

Comprehension Questions:

What are some to the goals of a storm chaser?  (pg. 5)

What are some popular storm-tracking tools? (pg. 7)

What effect do “renegade” storm chasers have on others? (pg. 9)

What makes a tornado funnel? (Pgs. 12-13)

What were the effects of the May 1999 Oklahoma tornado?  (pg. 15)

How and when did sotrm chasing begin? (pg. 19)







SUMMARY 
Most storms cause few risks, but some—

thunderstorms, flash floods, tornadoes, hurricanes, 
and blizzards—can be very dangerous. This book 
describes the effects of such storms and gives 
students tips on how to remain safe.

Comprehension Questions:

What are some common effects of thunderstorms?  (pgs. 6-7)

If a boy and a tall tree were both standing in a field, which would lightning be most apt 
to him? Why? (pg. 8)

Where do tornadoes tend to occur? (pg. 12)

What causes a hurricane? (pg. 14)

Name three things you can do to protect yourself during a blizzard?  (pg. 17)







SUMMARY 
This book notes the vital role that weather 

plays in our lives and the challenges that exist in 
predicting weather accurately. The book also describes 
the role of meteorologists and the tools, both 
conventional and high-tech, that they use to forecast 
weather on land, at sea, and in the air.

Comprehension Questions:

From the chart, which days in the 10-day forecast show a low temperature of 54 
degrees or higher? (Pg. 4)

Why would a meteorologists use a hygrometer? (pg. 13)

What causes the cups to spin faster In an anemometer? (pg. 13)

How are a radiosonde and dropwindsonde related? (Pg. 16 & 18)

How are the two weather maps different? (pg. 21)







Why are the F-6 to F-12 tornadoes 
called “inconceivable”?



Additional Resources:

hyperboles/exaggerations

http://downloads.hmlt.hmco.com/EdSchool/LMS4Resources/DR4_Print_Activities/Unit_25/Your-Turn_Activities/DR4_U25_Comp-Skill_Your-Turn.pdf

